
L ittle things mean a lot, the old song goes. This month, I'll cover
some recent additions and interesting uses for existing ISPF
software that I have recently learned about. These additions

are nothing earth-shattering or anything, just some new utilities and
commands that might come in handy from time to time. Some of these
additions are very recent, as in z/OS V1R6 recent. Others have been
around for a while. I'll try to tie each one to the earliest release that it
appeared in but this isn't always as easy as it sounds.

I'll leave it to readers to try these things out on their own.

ISRDDN AS A LINE COMMAND AT ISPF 3.4

This works at z/OS V1R4 and higher, perhaps even at lower release
levels. You might know the ISRDDN command by its command table
alias of DDLIST. That is, in the ISPCMDS table, there is an entry
named DDLIST that invokes ISRDDN "under the covers."

When you use ISRDDN as a line command, you cannot use the
DDLIST alias because DDLIST is only valid as a primary command.
You must type "ISRDDN", followed by a trailing parameter. Refer to
FIGURE 1.

The example in FIGURE 1 shows how to quickly pass a 3.4 dataset
name to ISRDDN's ENQ screen.

I just wrote about a REXX WHOHAS dialog that uses the new ISPF
QUERYENQ service. ISRDDN, entered as a line command at 3.4 is an
IBM-provided utility to do the exact same thing.

THE HIDE COMMAND OF EDIT

HIDE is a nifty little command that first appeared in z/OS V1R6. If
you are a fan of using ISPF edit line exclusion in your day-to-day edit-
ing, you'll probably find some uses for the HIDE command.

HIDE, as a command, has no parameters. It is entered simply as:
HIDE. What does it hide? The lines that show how many lines are
excluded ("n Line(s) not Displayed") are all removed for the edit dis-
play after HIDE is issued.

The location of each block of excluded lines is indicated by under-
scores in the line number area of where the "n Line(s) not Displayed"
lines used to be displayed.

This can be handy if you want to do something like use your 3270
emulator to copy-and-paste only the "non-excluded" lines without pick-
ing up all of the other lines. Many times, before HIDE, I used to issue:
DELETE ALL EXCLUDED to do this. But I had to be certain that I
could UNDO or, was willing to totally CANCEL out of the edit session.

To put the lines back, the RESET HIDE command is used. Add
HIDE to the list of the many parameters of RESET.

FIND AT A MEMBER LIST

This works at z/OS V1R4 and higher. I don't know how I missed this
little gem. FIND, as a member list command, only operates on the
member name field but that's OK. Normally, this is where a FIND is
needed most.

For many years now, I have maintained all "Fixed Length" member
lists in descending date order by most recent change. This jumbles up
the name order. I prefer to work with the members most recently
changed at the top of the list. Sometimes, I temporarily revert to mem-
ber name order by placing the cursor on the column-heading Name at
a member list and pressing enter. I do this in order to use the LOCATE
member list command.

With the FIND command (which also honors RFIND, typically set
to PF5), I will no longer need to do this. By using the Prefix parameter
of the FIND command, I can limit the FIND string to match only the
leading characters (or prefix) of the member name.

If you don't limit the member list FIND string by way of any param-
eters, the member list version of FIND will find a string wherever it
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FIGURE 1: ENTERING ISRDDN WITH A TRAILING "E" (FOR ENQ)
PARAMETER AT ISPF 3.4. IF ANY ENQUEUES ARE BEING HELD ON
THE DATASET, THE ENTIRE LIST WILL BE DISPLAYED IN THE ISRDDN
ENQ SCREEN.
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appears in a member name—leading, middle or trailing—anywhere
within the name.

SRCHFOR AT A MEMBER LIST

Have you ever wanted to find a string anywhere (in any member) in
a PDS? z/OS V1R6 introduces the SRCHFOR command as an ISPF
member list command. I have yet to try this but I know that I will be
using it in the future.

What SRCHFOR as a member list command introduces is a SuperC
driven, online search right from the member list. This is already avail-
able at ISPF 3.4 (DSLIST utility). But the member list version of
SRCHFOR takes the search down to a level that includes only the cur-
rent PDS whose member list is being displayed.

SUPERC DOCUMENTATION

Not so much a software enhancement but a documentation bonanza,
have a look at both Appendix A and B of the ISPF User's Guide
Volume II. Going back at least to OS/390 V2R10, these appendices are
a gold mine of information about how to best exploit the powerful
SuperC utility. It can do a lot more than just find strings in datasets,
that's for sure.

CONCLUSION

ISPF is a mature and full-featured mainframe IDE (Integrated
Development Environment). It continues to be enhanced, improved and
updated. While not as eye-catching as more modern GUI environments,
it certainly fills the bill for day-to-day work on the z/OS platform.  

NaSPA member Jim Moore is the president of Concentrated Logic
Corporation, a Glendale Heights, IL-based software development firm spe-
cializing in TSO/ISPF/PDF and database design.
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Spyware
Since my January 2005 column on spyware, I have helped

three different friends and neighbors rid their machines of mali-
cious spyware.All of these folks were completely and utterly
unaware of just how they got infested in the first place.All had
some sort of protection in place but were attacked anyway.

The growing threat presented by this kind of scumware is not
going away. If anything, it's getting worse as more and more
homes and small businesses hook up to the Internet via high-
speed "broadband" connections.

Be wary, on your guard and educate everyone in your
home/business about the lurking danger that could be just one
click away.

I couldn't prove it but if I had to guess how my friends and
neighbors computers were attacked, I'd say it was most likely an
unsuspecting teenager or spouse who foolishly clicked on some
pop-up ad and in so doing, invited the garbage in—right through
the firewall.


