
Ihave to say: Things slip by me. I hear other people making reference
to certain techniques and software in ISPF that I am unfamiliar
with. This is one of several ways that I learn about Newer ISPF

Techniques, through word-of-mouth, especially on Internet help boards
and email list servers.

And that’s good. I consider my role as a columnist for Technical
Support to be that of “explainer”—someone who brings things to
light and explains them so that mainframe professionals can be
more productive.

That includes me too! I want to help people discover, use and exploit
built-in utilities, commands and features of software environments that
they use day in and day out.

In that spirit, this month I will examine a few new (or maybe not-so-
new) features that have appeared recently in ISPF. What exactly is
“recently”? I only have access as far back as OS/390 V2R10 running
ISPF 5.0 so that is as far back as I can go.

Most of the features that I will cover this month are available in ISPF
5.0. However, at least two of them appear only in z/OS running ISPF
5.2 for z/OS 1.2.

ABILITY TO STACK-THROUGH COMMANDS AND
MENU OPTIONS WITH THE START COMMAND

I am unsure of exactly when this first appeared. I seem to recall that
in pre-5.0 ISPF, a stack-through on a START command was simply
ignored. If any readers are using versions of ISPF older than V5R0,
they should try what I describe. If it works, that’s good. If not? They’ll
just have to remain patient until their site upgrades.

I use the START command a lot. In its simplest form, the START
command, issued without any parameters, will start a new logical session
(“split screen”) by presenting the ISPF primary menu.

Since the START command always goes through the ISPF primary
menu, an ISPF user could always pass along, as a parameter, the menu
option that they want to run in the newly started screen.

Now, the START command also accepts what I have dubbed a
stack-through—the ability to use the ISPF command stacking char-
acter (a semi-colon by default) to pass along additional parameters
and actions. Refer to FIGURE 1 for a more detailed explanation of
this capability.

The stack-through is available in ISPF 5.0 and higher.

COPY UTILITY DISPLAYS PANEL WHEN THE
TARGET DSN DOESN’T EXIST

The Copy utility (3.3) allows for the allocation of the target dataset
if the target dataset is not cataloged. This is new. For many years, if an

ISPF user wanted to copy a file—PDS or flat file—using ISPF 3.3, the
target file had to already exist.
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Command → START (will simply present the ISPF
main menu)

Command → START 3.4 (bypass main menu and go directly
to ISPF 3.4)

Command → START 3.4;;; (a stack-through bypassing the
first 3.4 screen)

The last variation demonstrates the ability to pass
“stacked” parameters to the destination dialog, itself
passed as a START command parameter. In the last example,
three semi-colons are used to simulate a press of the Enter
key at the entry screen of the 3.4 (DSLIST) dialog. The
semi-colon immediately to the right of the “4” is the actual
stacking semi-colon. The two contiguous semi-colons that
follow can be thought of as a press of the Enter key.

Here’s another example, assuming that “S” is the ISPF Main
Menu Option for SDSF:

Command → START S;ST

Read this as: “Start SDSF in a new screen. Without showing any
intervening screens, jump directly into the STATUS (ST) display.”

FIGURE 1: THE START COMMAND

FIGURE 2: THE ISPF MOVE/COPY UTILITY DISPLAYS THIS PANEL
WHEN THE TARGET DATASET IS NOT CATALOGED

Note the choices: Inherit all the attributes from the source dataset or manually spec-
ify the attributes. There is also a selectable option to use SMS default attributes if
“Allocation Option 1” is chosen.
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FIGURE 2 shows an example of the panel that is displayed.
Oddly, the CO (Copy) line command from any ISPF DSLIST does

not seem to support the target dataset allocation.
Allocation of a new file as part of a Move/Copy is available in ISPF

5.0 and higher.

THE DSLIST PRIMARY COMMAND

The DSLIST command is implemented by using a standard entry in
the IBM-supplied ISPCMDS table. The command has some mildly
confusing things about it that I will try to explain.

The first confusing thing is that the DSLIST command expects, as a
parameter, the name of a referral list. Referral lists (or “reflists”) are
either automatically maintained by ISPF or manually created by an
ISPF user. They appeared in Version 4 of ISPF and are fully explained
in the ISPF Tutorial. If you’re not familiar with them, I suggest reading
about them in the tutorial.

What is confusing about this is that it might seem that a dataset name
or dataset qualifier might be the default parameter. If no parameter at
all follows the DSLIST command, a pop-up is displayed that lists all
referral lists in an ISPF user’s profile.

Another confusing thing is that if you do enter a trailing parame-
ter to the DSLIST command, such a parameter is assumed to be the
name of a referral list. If no referral list with the name passed is
found in the ISPF user’s profile, a No dataset names found message
will display.

Finally, you can indeed pass a dataset name or qualifier to the
DSLIST command but it must be fully enclosed in single quotes.

In many ways, the DSLIST command is similar to the APPEND com-
mand of the DSLIST utility. The pop-up that is displayed when DSLIST
is entered without parameters even appears to use the same panel as when
APPEND is entered without parameters. If you have become accustomed
to using APPEND, DSLIST shouldn’t be too difficult.

Again, I suggest reading the tutorial on the DSLIST command to
clarify some of these mildly confusing points.

The DSLIST command is available in ISPF 5.0 and higher.

MEMBER COMMAND OF DSLIST

This is a great addition to the already power-packed DSLIST utility. If
you have a list of datasets on the screen and you are looking to find a par-
ticular member in one or more of the PDS datasets that appear on-screen,
simply enter: MEMBER memname (or mask) as a primary command.

FIGURE 3 shows a screen example of the MEMBER command.
Other points to note on the MEMBER command:

� Remember that you can use the APPEND command to add
additional datasets to any DSLIST—no matter how you originally
brought it up—ISPF 3.4, the DSLIST command or even the
ISPF Workplace.

� Any datasets in the list that aren’t of type “PO” are ignored by
the MEMBER command.

� If a member or mask is not found in any dataset, a message is
displayed to indicate this. The cursor is placed right on the first
character of the member name in the retained MEMBER
command in the command line. Nice touch.

� The scrollable screen jumps to the first row with a matching
member. I wish it didn’t.

The MEMBER command is available only under ISPF for z/OS.

THE SRCHFOR COMMAND OF DSLIST

Similar in concept to the MEMBER command, the SRCHFOR com-
mand invokes the ISPF SuperC “Search-For” function against the list
of datasets in a scrollable DSLIST display. It displays a pop-up that
allows for extensive parameter selections and customization.

One parameter that appears to be missing is the ability to run in
batch. Because of this, give some thought to the overall size and num-
ber of datasets being searched prior to launching the search.

As with the MEMBER command, datasets that contain the string are
flagged in the message area of the scrollable DSLIST. All datasets are
searched. Not just PDS types.

The default name of the SuperC output dataset is tso-id.SRCHD-
SL.LIST. If this dataset happens to be present in the active DSLIST, it
will not be searched. If not in the DSLIST, it can be quickly added via
the APPEND command:

Command → APPEND SRCHDSL

The SRCHFOR command is available only under ISPF for z/OS.

CONCLUSION

ISPF continues to evolve and change. Even though much of its func-
tionality is ancient by modern software standards, it still has a firm
place in the development world of the 21st Century.

Until such time as the mainframe finally “goes away”, that is.  

NaSPA member Jim Moore is the president of Concentrated Logic
Corporation, a Glendale Heights, IL-based software development firm
specializing in TSO/ISPF/PDF and database design. He can be reached at
conlogco@attbi.com.
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FIGURE 3: THE DSLIST SCREEN AFTER INVOCATION OF THE
MEMBER COMMAND

To clear out the messages, use either the RESET (RES) or REFRESH (REF) commands.
RESET merely clears messages, excluded rows and pending line commands.
REFRESH rebuilds the entire list, from scratch, using the dataset level used in the
initial build of the display.


