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The Microsoft .NET
Enterprise Servers

Many organizations are currently
developing strategic plans to upgrade

their networks using Windows 2000 services
as the heart of their infrastructure. If your
organization is adopting this Microsoft-
centric computing strategy, it would be well
worth your time to take a close look at the
Microsoft “.NET” initiative. By looking at
Microsoft’s strategic direction, you will be
able to make better strategic planning
decisions for your company.

In a nutshell, the .NET initiative lays the
groundwork to deliver software as a service
to any device in any location at any time.
While this may seem like a relatively simple
concept, Microsoft is developing several
components that will be used to make the
.NET initiative a reality. This month, I
will examine some of the new services
that are being developed to support .NET.
These services are collectively known as
“The Microsoft .NET Enterprise Servers.”
The .NET Enterprise servers consists of
the following components:

● Application Center 2000
● BizTalk Server 2000
● Commerce Server 2000
● Exchange 2000
● Host Integration Server 2000
● Internet Security and Acceleration

Server 2000
● Mobile Information 2001 Server
● SQL Server 2000

APPLICATION CENTER 2000

Application Center 2000 is an application
deployment and management tool for
web-based applications. One of the goals
of Application Center 2000 is to make soft-
ware delivery and management scaleable.
Microsoft plans to utilize clustering

technology in conjunction with Application
Center 2000 to make the process of scaling
up applications simpler. When more
horsepower is required to manage and
deliver software an organization can simply
add another server. This clustering technique
also provides fault tolerance and load bal-
ancing for your applications. Application
Center 2000 is currently in Beta 2 and is
available on the Microsoft web site.

BIZTALK SERVER 2000

The BizTalk Server is a very interesting
component, as it provides a framework for
organizations to develop and deploy web-
based applications that pass documents
between applications and business partners.
The BizTalk Server could change the way
e-commerce communities are built. The
heart of the BizTalk Server is XML, which
is used to transform documents from one
application so that they can be processed by
other applications. These applications can

reside on computers running any operating
system. BizTalk provides security features
that will allow you to confidently pass your
business documents to partners using the
Internet as a transport mechanism. The
BizTalk Server is currently in Beta and is
available on the Microsoft web site.

COMMERCE SERVER 2000

Commerce Server 2000 is a web site
development tool based on Microsoft’s Site
Server product. Commerce Server provides
several built-in applications that can be used to
enhance a business’ web site. One of these
built-in applications is the Product Catalog
System, which promises to help create product
catalogs complete with searching routines.
Commerce Server 2000 provides tight inte-
gration with the BizTalk Server. Commerce
Server is currently available through software
vendors. A 120-day evaluation copy is also
available from the Microsoft web site.

EXCHANGE 2000

Microsoft has also included Exchange
2000 as part of its .NET initiative. Exchange
2000 is used as a messaging, conferencing
and collaboration tool. Exchange 2000 is
currently available through software ven-
dors. A 120-day evaluation copy is also
available from the Microsoft web site.

HOST INTEGRATION
SERVER 2000

The Host Integration Server provides a
means to access multiple legacy systems from
web-based applications. The legacy systems
include mainframe, AS/400, Unix, CICS and
DB2. The Host Integration Server also
integrates host-based security systems
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including RACF, TopSecret, ACF/2 with
Active Directory, and the Windows NT 4.0
Domain security model. Host Integration
Server 2000 is currently available through
software vendors. An evaluation copy of the
product is also available from the Microsoft
web site.

INTERNET SECURITY AND
ACCELERATION SERVER 2000

The Internet Security and Acceleration
(IAS) Server 2000 combines an Internet fire-
wall function with a web caching engine.
These two functions help an organization
provide a secure and fast Internet connection.
IAS is an extension of its predecessor product,
Microsoft Proxy Server 2.0. Release candi-
date 1 (RC1) of the Internet Security and
Acceleration Server 2000 is currently
available from the Microsoft web site.

MOBILE INFORMATION
2001 SERVER

The Mobile Information 2001 Server
promises to extend the .NET initiative to
mobile users. This is a very important .NET
component, as it will be the primary

mechanism for delivering applications and
content to the plethora of mobile devices
currently being developed. As its name
implies, the Mobil Information 2001 Server
is still under development.

SQL SERVER 2000

SQL Server 2000 is also included under
the .NET umbrella. Many of the other .NET
enterprise servers are tightly integrated with
SQL Server 2000. SQL Server 2000 is cur-
rently available through software vendors.
An evaluation copy of the product is also
available from the Microsoft web site.

CONCLUSION

The Microsoft .NET initiative also provides
new development tools to help developers
develop applications using the .NET
framework. The Beta 1 version of “Visual
Studio .NET” is currently available. This
application development environment
includes C++, C# and Visual Basic .NET.

While the Microsoft .NET initiative
could very well help organizations leverage
technology in new ways to develop stronger
e-business applications, the immediate winner

of this endeavor will be the IT professional.
The .NET initiative introduces many new
concepts, technologies, components, as well
as a great deal of complexity. If you can get
the opportunity to work with these new
components, your market value will increase
proportionally. Training vendors will also
realize an immediate benefit with the .NET
initiative. New courses and new certifications
will abound as .NET progresses into reality.
The IT field has never been more exciting!

If you have any questions or comments on
this material, or have suggestions for future
topics, please feel free to send me an email
at johnj@fast.net.
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