
TECHNICAL SUPPORT • FEBRUARY 2001

BY JOHN E.  JOHNSTON 
Enterprise Networking

Using a Simple Trick to Make
Your Web Site Stand Out

C ommercial web sites thrive on traffic
and repeat visitors. Anything (well,

almost anything) that the webmaster can do
to create more traffic and facilitate repeat
visits is a good thing. This month, I examine
a simple trick that can help make your web
site stand out among your competitors’ and
help bring in repeat visitors.

If you have Internet Explorer Version 5.0
or higher on your workstation, try this
experiment:

1. Go to www.yahoo.com.
2. After the site is displayed on your

browser, add it to your favorites by
clicking on Favorites > Add to
Favorites.

3. When you look at your Favorites list,
you will see a screen similar to the
one shown in Figure 1.

Notice the icon next to the entry for Yahoo
in the favorites list. When a user of Internet

Explorer 5.0 and above adds a URL to his
favorites, the web browser will look in the
directory containing the web page for a
“favorites icon.” The favorites icon is a file
named favicon.ico. If the file exists, this
icon will be added to the favorites list as
shown in Figure 1. This handy little trick
will help make your site stand out among
other sites in any user’s favorites list. When
the user returns to your site, the icon will
also appear on the browser’s screen, as
shown in Figure 2.

CREATING A FAVICON.ICO FILE

Creating a favicon.ico file requires the
use of an icon editor. An icon editor is
provided in the Microsoft Visual Studio

suite, and there are also several freeware
and shareware icon editors available. To
locate one of these free shareware pro-
grams, enter the keyword “favicon.ico” in
your favorite search engine. The site
www.favicon.com provides a free Java
applet that you can use to generate icons.
Figure 3 shows this icon editor.

When you are creating an icon you will
notice that you have very little real estate to
work with. The icon is 16 pixels by 16 pixels.
For artistically challenged individuals, such
as myself, creating an acceptable looking
image that fits in a 16x16 pixel box is an
exercise in frustration. One of the best ways
to learn anything new is to look at examples
of what others have created. You can take a
look at a web site’s favicon.ico file without

FIGURE 1: YAHOO.COM’S FAVICON.ICO 

FIGURE 2: THE FAVICON ICON ALSO APPEARS ON THE BROWSER SCREEN
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actually saving an entry for the site in your
favorites list. Instead, simply point your
browser to a site and add /favicon.ico at the
end of the URL. For example, take a look at
the icons at the following sites:

● www.directhit.com/favicon.ico
● www.netscape.com/favicon.ico
● www.algore.com/favicon.ico

You can also create a favicon.ico file from
a bitmap image. This can be useful when
you have a logo design in a bitmap format
and you wish to use this image as your icon.
You can obtain a freeware program to per-
form this bitmap to icon conversion at
www.xoomhacker.com/favicon.html. This
program requires that the bitmap image be
32x32 pixels or 48x48 pixels. The program
will then convert the bitmap image to a
16x16 pixel icon file. While working with
this bitmap-to-icon converter, you may find
that your nice looking bitmap image looks
less than desirable when it is converted to
the 16x16 pixel icon file. With a little tinker-
ing and a lot of persistence, you should be
able to create a fashionable and memorable
icon for your site.

ADDING THE FAVICON.ICO FILE
TO YOUR SITE

Once you have created your favicon.ico
file, you are ready to add the file to your
site. The favicon.ico file must be added to
every directory in your web site that contains
HTML pages that are viewable by your end
users. Remember, the user may be several
directories deep in your site structure when
they decide to add the particular URL to
their favorites list. The favicon.ico file must
reside in the directory from where the user
obtained the HTML page.

If you do not like the idea of having a
favicon.ico file residing in every single
directory on your web site, you can add
some code to your HTML pages specifying
where the favorites icon resides. With this
method, you can also change the name of
the favicon.ico file. For example, the

HTML code segment in Figure 4 tells the
web browser the name and the location of
the favorites icon.

CONCLUSION

I don’t know about you, but my personal
favorites list is quite massive. I literally
have hundreds of folders and links saved in
my favorites list. When one of these entries
has a customized icon associated with it, it
really does stand out and grab my attention.
In fact, I sometimes remember a web site by
its “favorites icon” rather than by the name.
Another reason to implement a favorites
icon is that it makes your site look more
professional. When I add a site to my
favorites list and it has a favorites icon, it gives

me the impression that the company pays
attention to detail and is technically savvy.

If you have any questions or comments on
this material, or have suggestions for future
topics, please feel free to email me at
johnj@fast.net.
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FIGURE 3: ICON EDITOR 

<HEAD>
<LINK REL=SHORTCUT  ICON”
HREF=”http://www.mysite.com/images/newfav.ico”>
</HEAD>

FIGURE 4: HTML CODE SEGMENT THAT TELLS THE WEB BROWSER
THE NAME AND LOCATION OF THE FAVORITES ICON 


