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Cool New Stuff
in NetWare 6

S hops that rely on Novell NetWare are
in for some very good news. Novell

has released NetWare 6. This new version
of NetWare is packed full of new features
and includes many enhancements that will
help both your end users and your network
administrators.

NetWare 6 builds upon the NetWare 5.1
foundation, adding such needed enhance-
ments as native multi-processor support.
NetWare 6 also adds many new features,
including iFolder, iPrint and Native File
Access Pack. Let’s take a closer look at
some of the new features and enhancements
that are included in NetWare 6.

iFOLDER

iFolder addresses two issues that plague
corporations: supporting mobile users and
providing desktop backup. iFolder pro-
vides a file folder on the end user’s
Windows 95/98/ME/2000 desktop. When
files are placed in this folder, they are
automatically synchronized with a corre-
sponding folder on the NetWare server.
When you back up your file server, you
automatically back up your end user data
files. If the end user disconnects from the
network, he can still access and modify
his files. When this user reconnects to the
network, the changes he made to his files
are synchronized with the files on the
server. iFolder is WAN and dial-up friendly,
as it only moves the blocks that have
changed, rather than the entire files.
iFolder also encrypts the files that are
stored on the file server. Even your systems
administrators cannot access the files that
iFolder stores on the server. iFolder also
provides a Web interface that provides
access to iFolder files via an intranet or
the Internet.

iPRINT

iPrint builds upon the Novell Distributed
Print Services (NDPS) to make printer
discovery and set up much simpler for both
the user and the network administrators.
iPrint utilizes a Web-based interface that
graphically shows your user where your
network attached-printers are located. iPrint
provides a map-building tool that you can
use to display a map showing the exact loca-
tion of each printer. When the end user clicks
on one of these printers, the iPrint client and
the printer driver are automatically installed

on the client’s workstation and a printer
object is created in the user’s Printer folder.
This printer can then be utilized from the
user’s Web browser or any application
residing on the user’s workstation.

iMANAGE

iManage is a Web-based NDS management
utility. iManage provides a simple, yet secure
method to decentralize some of the NDS
management tasks to various departments
within your organization. For example, you
can configure iManage to allow your Help

FIGURE 1: iMANAGE NDS MANAGEMENT WEB INTERFACE
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Desk personnel to add users and groups to the
NDS without the need to learn how to use the
NetWare Administrator utility. As you can see
in Figure 1, the iManage interface is very
simple and easy to use.

NETWARE REMOTE MANAGER

The NetWare Remote Manager (NRM)
extends the capabilities of the NetWare 5
Management Portal. This Web-based interface
provides a wealth of information about your
NetWare 6 server. You can perform many sys-
tem management and monitoring functions
from NRM, including the following:

● view and interact with system console
screens (like rconsole)

● view server statistics
● perform some NSS disk

management tasks
● view and modify server

SET parameters
● add and modify Scheduled Tasks
● shut down and restart the server
● view system resources
● view the NetWare Registry
● view Java application information
● view network statistics
● view NDS information
● start NDS traces
● view files residing on NetWare volumes

Figure 2 shows the Server Health
Monitor screen provided by the NetWare
Remote Manager.

NATIVE FILE ACCESS

Are you tired of having to install and
maintain the NetWare client software on
every client that needs access to your
NetWare servers? If so, the NetWare Native
File Access feature has come to the rescue.
Client workstations running Windows,
Macintosh, Unix, and Linux can access files
residing on the NetWare 6 server using their
native file access mechanisms.

MULTI-PROCESSOR ENABLED

Many of the NetWare 6 Loadable
Modules (NLMs) now support multiple
processors. These NLMs can utilize up to
32 processors in a single file server.
NetWare 5 had multi-processor support,
but only a handful of NLMs could utilize
this support. With NetWare 6, most Novell

supplied NLMs can fully utilize multiple
processors. Third-party vendors must

update their NLMs in order to take advantage
of this feature.

NRM provides Web-based management and monitoring of the NetWare 6 server.

FIGURE 2: NRM

This allows users to access many network applications from a single portal.

FIGURE 3: THE NETWARE WEB ACCESS FEATURE
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NOVELL CLUSTER SERVICES

Novell Cluster Services give you the
capability of clustering up to 32 all-active
nodes in a single NetWare cluster. Novell
Cluster Services support failover, failback
and load balancing. A two-server license for
Novell Cluster Services is included with
NetWare 6. This allows you to set up a
Novell cluster right out of the box!

NETWARE WEB ACCESS

Novell’s strategy, to Web-enable everything,
becomes apparent when you look at the
NetWare Web Access feature of NetWare 6.
NetWare Web Access provides a Web-browser-
based “portal” to access applications running
on your network. Many different applications
can be accessed via a Web browser and
NetWare Web Access, including the following:

● iFolder
● GroupWise
● Exchange
● iPrint
● Lotus Notes
● NDS-based address book
● POP-based email

You can also display custom HTML pages
on each user’s main Web Access page. For
example, you could display your company’s
main intranet page. Your users will see this
page, along with their Web Access applica-
tions, as shown in Figure 3.

REPORTING SNAPIN FOR
CONSOLEONE

Novell continues to expand on the capa-
bilities of ConsoleOne with the Reporting
Snapin. This snapin allows you to generate
a plethora of reports from your NDS data-
base. For example, you can generate reports
showing the following:

● users who are currently not logged in
● users with multiple workstation logins
● users with expired passwords
● user password requirements
● user trustee assignments
● NetWare file and print server information
● group membership information

Figure 4 shows a sample “Security
Equivalence” report. This report allows you
to see all admin level accounts.

WEB TOOLS

Still not convinced that Novell is commit-
ted to Web-based computing? The following
Web tools are included with NetWare 6:

● Netscape Web Server
● Apache Web Server
● NetWare Web Search Server
● Tomcat Java Servlet engine
● FTP Server
● WebDav

Many of the NetWare 6 services described
previously utilize these Web tools. You can
also customize and add applications to these
tools to build intranet and Internet application
on your NetWare 6 server.

NOVELL STORAGE SERVICES

Novell Storage Services (NSS) was avail-
able in NetWare 5, and ran in conjunction
with the traditional NetWare file system.
With NetWare 6, NSS has undergone many
new enhancements and is the primary
storage system for NetWare. NSS can uti-
lize space from multiple storage devices,
and presents that space as logical volumes
and storage pools.

One of the nice features of NSS is
Snapshot. You can direct NSS to save an
original copy of all opened files. This is
great when you must back up files that are
open during the back up window. For
example, assume that an application opens

a database, and that application is always
running when the nightly back up runs. NSS
can keep an original copy of the database
when that file was last closed. When the
back up is run, NSS will back up the opened
file as well as the saved copy.

CONCLUSION

NetWare 6 adds some very useful functions
to the NetWare 5.1 base. The iFolder, iPrint
and Web Access features are particularly use-
ful for both your end users and the network
administrator. NetWare 6 also comes bundled
with eDirectory and the Prevasive SQL 2000
database engine.

NetWare 6 demonstrates Novell’s direction
of integrating Web technology and tools.

If you have any questions or comments on
this material, or have suggestions for future
topics, please feel free to email me at
johnj@fast.net.
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This snapin allows you to generate many types of administrative reports.

FIGURE 4: THE CONSOLEONE REPORTING SNAPIN


