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Windows XP Server:
When and Why?

I n the next few weeks, you will hear a
lot of hype about the Windows XP

desktop system. If you go to Microsoft’s
Web site you can even see a countdown to
the release. However, Microsoft is keep-
ing the date and information about
Windows XP server rather quiet. MSDN
and TechNet subscriptions last month
came with a beta version, but users
received no information as far as a release
date, functionality, etc.

This column focuses on the enhance-
ments that are being made to Windows XP,
whether it is worth migrating to, and how it
plays into your Windows 2000 migration
plan (if you have one). I will explore the
technical installation and other issues in
next month’s column.

NEW FEATURES

Windows XP server really is an upgrade
to Windows 2000. Unlike the desktop
operating system, which is a complete
departure from the Win9x platform, the
server platform basically provides some
improved functionality, including a new
user interface, but is built on the same
principles as Windows 2000. XP is designed
to be a true 32-bit operating system, running
application services, and leveraging Active
Directory Services. While there are enhance-
ments in Windows XP server, there are no
lightning differences.

Significant user interface enhancements
have been made to this version of the OS,
making it into more of a fully functional
desktop. These features will make it more
convenient for the administrator. XP server
will include integrated applications, which
will eliminate the need for adding some
third-party applications (adding applica-
tions to a server always makes me nervous).

XP server includes the following new
features:

● You can burn a CD right from your
server. While you may not want to
take up CPU cycles doing this during
production, this can be a great tool if
you need to get a large log file off of
your server.

● You can zip files without having to
install WinZip or PKZip on your server.

● Better credential management provides
you with a new interface to store user
IDs and passwords, and integrate
Single Sign On.

There are also some great new server
tools that come with XP server, including
the following:

● Device Driver Rollback: To me this is
more important on a server. If you add

a misbehaving driver, you have an
easy way to roll back to a working
level. When you update a driver, it
keeps a record of the last good driver
(both files and registry entries). There
is a wizard that will help you roll
back to the good driver if the new one
has a problem.

● Facsimile Sharing: This is a great
feature for small office environments
that need to fax documents occasionally.
This feature will not be as robust as
some of the enterprisewide faxing
applications, but will serve its
purpose without investing in a
third-party application.

● Internet Connection Firewall: Built-in
firewall capabilities.

● Terminal Services Overhaul: This
feature is now called the Remote
Desktop Connection, and comes in two
forms. The first form, connection to the
server, which is traditionally considered
terminal services, allows a remote
desktop connection to the server. New
functionality includes the ability to
have audio, printing, and transfer files
to the desktop through RDP (Terminal
Services native client). This will seriously
rival some of the capabilities that ICA
(Citrix) has over RDP. The second
form is connection to the workstation.
This will allow administrators to remotely
control XP desktops over the network,
again eliminating the need for expensive
remote control management software.

● IIS Enhancements: IIS has been
revamped to improve performance and
stability immensely.

With XP being
released probably by
the end of the year,

you have to ask
yourself the inevitable
question, “Do I wait

for XP or do I migrate
my network from NT4
to Windows 2000 and

then upgrade?”
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● Active Directory Enhancements: User
Interface enhancements will allow
administrators to more easily navigate
the Active Directory and more easily
find objects. Replication monitoring
enhancements will assure that
replication is occurring. This version
provides more efficient replication.
For example, in Windows 2000, group
membership is replicated as a single
unit. Therefore, if an update to a large
group is made, the whole entity has to
be replicated. Under the new scheme,
only the individuals get updated,
thus eliminating a server and network
load. Lastly, LDAP enhancements
will make it more of an enterprise
LDAP directory.

● Command Line Enhancements:
These enhancements will help position
the Wintel platform against Unix in so
much as you can automate and script a
lot of administration functions.

● PKI Enhancements: These
enhancements will bring more
functionality to Windows 2000 rudi-
mentary PKI.

● Headless Server: This provides you
with the ability to install and manage a
server without a keyboard, monitor or
video card. There are hardware
management cards that will allow
you to manage these servers through
the network. This is great if you want
to put tons of servers in a rack in a
data center and manage them from
your office.

MIGRATION PATH

With XP being released probably by the
end of the year, you have to ask yourself the
inevitable question, “Do I wait for XP or do
I migrate my network from NT4 to
Windows 2000 and then upgrade?” In my
opinion, you should not wait for XP to start

your migration. While there are several
useful enhancements, they there are no real
compelling business reasons to postpone
your migration. You will receive the busi-
ness benefits (e.g., system reliability and
performance) when you migrate to the 2000
platform. Although XP’s release is imminent,
it should be put through its paces first
before being put in production.  
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