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Whistler and Windows XP:
The Next Generation of

the Windows Desktop

I t seems like just yesterday, Microsoft
released the Windows version that was

supposed to revolutionize everything.
Well, the revolution continues. Microsoft
officially unveiled Windows XP as the
next desktop operating system. XP, which
stands for experience, also code-named
Whistler, is Microsoft’s branding strategy
for its next generation of products.
Windows XP is Microsoft’s next generation
operating system while Office XP is the
next generation office suite. I guess using
the year behind the product name has
gotten old. Other software vendors will
have to show originality in their product
branding efforts as well.

Windows XP bridges the gap between
the home version of Windows (Windows
ME) and the corporate desktop (Windows
2000) by bringing the desktop operating
system under the same product name, but
with two distinct flavors: Windows XP
Professional and Windows XP Home
Edition. Instead of having one operating
system based on the ME kernel and one
based on the 2000 kernel, both flavors are
based on the 2000 kernel, thus bringing the
stability and robustness of the 2000 platform
into the home-user arena. Unfortunately,
the ME kernel has proven that it is far less
stable than the 2000 kernel because of the
architecture of the operating system. In
fact, I have to reboot my 98 machine daily,
my ME machine every other day, and my
2000 machine once a week.

Bringing reliability and stability of the
2000 platform to the home arena will not
only further the use of PCs, but will allow
Windows devices to be created as household
appliances. These devices will not only
perform traditional PC tasks, but will allow
the creation of a “digital” home. It will
allow for the PC to become more than just

a tool; it will enable the PC to be used as a
platform for an answering machine, light
control, etc. Also, bringing the security
aspect and profile ability of the 2000 platform
to the home environment allows multiple
users/family members to share a PC without
having to worry about one user accessing
another user’s email or files.

Another interesting thing about the XP
release of Windows is that the desktop OS
is being developed separately from the
server OS. The desktop OS will be released
sometime later this year. Microsoft has not
set a date for the release of the server version,
nor have they discussed in detail the features
that will be included in the upgrade. I have
heard from various sources that, similar to
the desktop OS, the user interface will be
updated and Active Directory Services will
be improved.

One of the biggest changes in the desktop
OS is a new, easier-to-use user interface.
This interface will make the desktop eas-
ier to navigate, and includes tools for
operations that used to take third-party
integration and make it seamless through
the OS. Things like grabbing pictures and
publishing them to a web site, and creat-
ing digital content and publishing it to the
web are all integrated with the OS. From
what I’ve seen from screen shots, the
desktop looks more like html than even
Active Desktop. Every menu choice is a
hyperlink. I guess we can finally say
goodbye to double-clicking.

From a business standpoint, the simpler
user interface should decrease the cost of
customizing the desktop and the training
curve for deploying the new OS to end
users. However, I really didn’t think that
the Windows 2000 or ME interface was all
that cumbersome.

COOL NEW FEATURES

Following are some important new features
of Windows XP:

● Device Driver Rollback: This is a
great feature for installing updated
drivers. If you install a new driver and
it starts to cause problems, which still
happens since most third-party drivers
are not MS certified, you can go into
device manager and revert to the
previous version of the driver.

● Personal Firewall: This is used in
a peer-to-peer network environment
to create a firewall for a shared
Internet connection.

● Migration Wizard: Migrating PCs,
especially highly customized PCs, is a
pain in the neck. XP comes with a
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wizard that allows you to transfer data
and key files to a new PC.

● New Welcome Screen: Since XP is
based on 2000, security is required. For
users not accustomed to logging in or
hitting cancel at the login screen,
logging in could prove to be challenging.
The new login screen presents a
welcome screen, where you click on
your name and type in a password.
Also, creating new users is simplified
using a more GUI-based wizard,
matching users to tasks performed,
instead of implementing policies.

● Remote Control Feature: As peer-to-
peer networking and remote access

become prolific, Windows XP
addresses these needs through its
built-in remote control tool. In the past,
you needed an additional desktop
management tool (such as PC
Anywhere). Now, remote control
is part of the OS.

While some of these new features are
nice, from what I’ve seen, there is no truly
compelling reason for an enterprise to
migrate to Windows XP. However, as
Microsoft and OEMs drop support for
Windows 2000, enterprises will be forced to
migrate to keep their desktops consistent.
While there aren’t many business causes to

go through the expense of an upgrade, I
think the home user will greatly benefit
from the merging of 2000 and ME into a
2000-based platform.
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