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NT Server 4.0 Meets
Windows 2000 Server

Before even thinking about migrating any of your mission-critical
applications to Windows 2000, there are several things you must

do. First, you must practice; second you must test; and third, you must
plan. This month's column addresses the practice part and is a recap
of how I migrated a test Windows NT 4 PDC to Windows 2000.

STEP 1: CHECKING THE HARDWARE 
AND SOFTWARE COMPATIBILITY LIST

The first thing you will need to do is make sure that the hardware
and applications that you are planning to migrate are Windows
2000-compliant. I wouldn't be too concerned about software com-
patibility; rather, I'd be looking for hardware compatibility at this
point. This information can be found at www.microsoft.com/win-
dows2000/upgrade/compat/search/default.asp.

STEP 2: UPGRADING THE SERVER OS 
TO WINDOWS 2000

For me, this step went very smoothly and worked quite well. As
you can see in Figure 1, I started with a vanilla server and a couple
of defined users.  Let's start the upgrade:

1. Insert the Windows 2000 CD in the CD drive and the auto
start should kick in. It will immediately recognize that you 
are upgrading this server. 

2. Click on "Yes." See Figure 2.
3. You will be prompted to upgrade or install a fresh copy. You

want to install a fresh copy, which will allow you to boot to
both operating systems. However, note that you will not
migrate your domain if you do that. Click on the "Upgrade"
radio button and then click on "Next." See Figure 3.

4. Accept the license agreement.
5. A "problem" or incompatibility report will come up, warning

you of a compatibility problem. During my migration I wasn't
worried about the directory replicator and was able to download
some 3Com drivers from their web site. However, it wouldn't
allow me to add the 3Com drivers at this point. It was looking for
a specific oemsetup file name and the 3Com driver's file wasn't
the same name. I continued and added it before I configured
Active Directory Services. Click on "Next." See Figure 4.

6. The traditional NT blue installation screen will come up and
start installing Windows 2000. This process will take about 
45 minutes and requires no input from you.

7. After the installation script is finished, the Active Directory
Wizard comes up, as shown in Figure 5 (See November's "NT
insights" column for more details on how to set this up.) At
this point, I cancelled out, added the NIC card and rebooted.
Although I shouldn't have had to re-boot, I did in order for IP 
to bind to the NIC card and run through the Active Directory
Migration Wizard.

FIGURE 2: WINDOWS 2000 AUTOSTART SCREEN

FIGURE 1: NT 4 USER MANAGER
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8. After the reboot, the "Configure Your Server" wizard will
come up, as shown in Figure 6. You can use this to tweak or
change any of your server settings. Note, however, that any
settings you tweaked in NT4 will be transferred to this version.

As you can see in Figure 7, the users that were created in NT 4
are visible through the Active Directory Manager.

CONCLUSION

The actual migration is pretty straightforward. Besides the NIC card
compatibility issue, migrating to Windows 2000 was fairly painless.
The only annoyance I encountered was that the local user profiles were
not carried over to the new version. The system added a profile for every
user who signed on to the box. So, administrator under the profiles
directory had an Admini-strator Directory and an Administrator.ESP
directory. To work around this, I copied over the desktop preferences
from the old profile and all of the preferences came back. 
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