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The NetWare
Management Portal

I remember back in the old days, when I
was a mainframe computer operator,

we utilized the product OMEGAMON
from Candle Corporation. OMEGAMON
would monitor all of the major components
of the mainframe and would, from a single
screen, alert the operator if and when
problems arose. For example, if a batch job
was waiting for a dataset held by another
process, this exception would pop up on the
screen so we would know, at a glance, what
the job was waiting on. From this single
screen, we could monitor the overall health
of the mainframe. For example, if the page
rate of the system exceeded a specified
threshold, this information would be dis-
played on the OMEGAMON console. 

While implementing NetWare 5.1 for a
client, I was pleased to find a similar feature
that monitors the health of NetWare 5.1

servers, the NetWare Management Portal. The
NetWare Management Portal provides the
same "single screen view" of the NetWare 5.1
server's health that OMEGAMON provides
for the mainframe. Best of all, this utility is
web-based and does not require installation
of the NetWare client on the workstation. The
Portal also provides several administrative
functions, including the following:

● configuring SET parameters
● mounting and dismounting

NetWare volumes
● monitoring server resource utilization
● viewing the NetWare servers console
● entering console commands
● downing the server

● viewing the status of server processes
● viewing information about hardware

adapters

This month, we'll take a look at some of the
features of the NetWare Management Portal.

NETWARE MANAGEMENT
PORTAL INSTALLATION

The NetWare Management Portal is
implemented via PORTAL.NLM. POR-
TAL.NLM is automatically installed with
the default installation of NetWare 5.1. The
PORTAL.NLM will only run on NetWare
5.1 servers. You can run PORTAL.NLM on
all of your NetWare 5.1 servers and monitor

FIGURE 1: THE TRAFFIC LIGHT SHOWS THE GENERAL
HEALTH OF YOUR NETWARE 5.1 SERVERS

The NetWare
Management Portal
is a wonderful tool

for all NetWare
administrators. We

can manage and
monitor our NetWare

servers from any
LAN- or WAN-

connected workstation
that has a web

browser installed.
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these servers from a single client screen.
PORTAL.NLM consumes approximately
700k of RAM on your server.

USING THE NETWARE
MANAGEMENT PORTAL

To start the NetWare Management Portal,
open the web browser on a workstation con-
nected to your network and enter the
TCP/IP address of your NetWare 5.1 server,
as follows:

http://xxx.xxx.xxx.xxx

If the Enterprise Web Server is installed
on your NetWare 5.1 server (which is
included with the default NetWare 5.1
installation), you must also enter a port
number on the TCP/IP address. The default
port number is 8008. In this environment,
you would enter the following from your
web browser:

http://xxx.xxx.xxx.xxx:8008

Note: You must be using Netscape version
4.5 or Internet Explorer version 5 (or higher
versions of these web browsers) to use the
NetWare Management Portal.

After entering your server's address in
your browser, you should see the screen
shown in Figure 1.

Click on the "Login" button to log in to
the NetWare Management Portal. You will
be prompted for a username and password.
You must enter an Admin level account to
access the NetWare Management Portal.

Server Management
After logging in, click on Server

Management and the screen shown in
Figure 2 will be displayed. As you can see,
many server resources can be managed
from the Server Management screen. Let's
take a look at the Memory Management
screens. If you click on "Memory
Management" from the screen shown in
Figure 2, the screen shown in Figure 3 will
be displayed. From this screen, you can see
a general overview of the memory usage on
your NetWare server. You can also change
certain memory-related parameters.

View Console Screens
You can also view the NetWare 5.1 server

console screens using the NetWare
Management Portal. Not only can you view
these screens, but you can also enter com-
mands to each screen. This facility can be
used as a replacement for RCONSOLE! To
view the screens on your NetWare 5.1
server(s), click on "Screens" from the main
NetWare Management Portal screen shown
in Figure 2.

If we click on "System_Console," we
can view the server's system console. You
can enter a command to the System
Console by clicking on the "System
Console Input" button.

Health Monitors
The "single screen" health monitor is one

of the most useful functions of the NetWare
Management Portal. The Health Monitors
show you the status of your server(s) at a
glance. To access the Health Monitors, click
on "Health Monitors" from the main
NetWare Management Portal screen. This
will display the panel shown in Figure 4.

As you can see, the server shown in
Figure 4 is very healthy. You can drill down
and view more specific information on a
given component by simply clicking on the
component's name.

CONCLUSION

The NetWare Management Portal is a
wonderful tool for all NetWare administra-
tors. We can manage and monitor our
NetWare servers from any LAN- or WAN-
connected workstation that has a web
browser installed. I have only scratched the
surface of the NetWare Management
Portal's functionality in this column. There

FIGURE 2: SERVER MANAGEMENT MAIN MENU FIGURE 3: MEMORY MANAGEMENT
MAIN MENU

©2000 Technical Enterprises, Inc. Reproduction of this document without permission is prohibited.



TECHNICAL SUPPORT • JUNE 2000WWW.NASPA.NET

are many more features available that were not discussed. The
NetWare Management Portal could (should?) replace the NetWare
Monitor, RCONSOLE and ConsoleOne utilities. If a bit more func-
tionality is added, the NetWare Management Portal could even
replace NWAdmin!

If you have any questions or comments on this material, or have
suggestions for future topics, please feel free to email me at
johnj@fast.net.

NaSPA member John E. Johnston is the owner of a web development
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work on Novell, NT and UNIX networks. John can be contacted at
johnj@fast.net.

FIGURE 4: HEALTH MONITORS GIVE YOU AN OVERALL
VIEW OF THE HEALTH OF YOUR NETWARE SERVERS


